Making nates 
Meet three top 
classical musicians 
who are hoping to 
collect a Brit Award 
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The team behind Steps has just unveiled its 
latest musical group - Pop! Funday meets the 
boy/girl combo to get the inside story 


Can you each tell us a bit about yourself? 

Jamie: I'm 23 and from Middlesbrough. Before Pop! I did local theatre, plus 
not-very-exciting jobs such as working in clothes stores : 

Hannah: I'm 24-ánd from Worcestershire I've done some modelling and a 
few presenting Jobs for MTV, but nothing major 

Glenn: I'm from Windsor and I'm 18, which makes me the baby inthe band 
Before | joined | was a backing dancer for Atomic Kitten, Girls Aloud, Mariah 


Carey and Kylie Minogue 


Jade: I'm 19 and I'm from Glasgow. Before the band I was an office 


receptionist and a waitress 
Would you say that you're the new Steps? 


Glenn: Manager Tim Byrne and writer/producer Pete Waterman were also 


behind Steps and they held auditions to find p 


eople who could sing and 


dance, which is how we all 
got together There were five 
of Steps and only four of us, 
but we make similar upbeat 
pop music with dance 
routines 

Jade: Our music is a bit 
trendier But, like Steps, it's 
good pop with dance moves 
you can copy 

Who are your favourite 
bands? 

Glenn: S Club 7 were great. 

1 also like Jamiroquai, Busted 
and Maroon 5 

Hannah: 1 love the rock band 
Nirvana - their music is 
nothing like Pop! but | grew 
up listening to them. I'm also 
a big fan of Beyonce and J Lo 
Who would you most like to 
meet? 

Jamie: Robbie Williams He's 
an absolute star and a great 
entertainer 


What's been your proudest moment so far? 

° Hannah: Getting my degree In contemporary arts plus, of course, being 

° asked to join Pop! Thousands of people auditioned so it made me proud to 

° think I'd fought off so much competition 

° Glenn: I was watching TV the other day and our video came on The Box 

° That was so exciting. 1 also got to dance with Kylie at the MTV Video Music 

* Awards 

* Have you ever injured yourself doing adance.coutine2 — 
* Jamie: I've pulled a few muscles, but so far no serious injuries. It's early days, 
° though 

° Jade: | haven't hurt myself with the band yet, but when I was singing in a 

* school concert I fell off the stage and broke my ankle 

: Glenn: Loads of times. 1 hurt my knees quite badly trying to break-dance and 
° I've strained my back lifting girls during routines on stage 

° Your single is called Heaven And Earth, so what's your idea of heaven? 

: Glenn: Sitting on a beach eating loads of chocolate with Alicia Keys 

; Hannah: I'd also like to be on a beach, but in my bed, sleeping. We're so 

° busy promoting the single that 1 don't have any time to be lazy 

° Jade 1 agree. I'd love to be lying on a beach with my friends and family 

* Heaven And Earth by Pop! is out on May 31 
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As this snap shows, 
I have been out of 
the office this week 
In fact, | was lucky 
enough to visit 
California, where 
| had the chance to 
test ride a new 
theme park 
attraction You can read all about the stomach- 
churning experience on page 11 
A highlight of the week ahead will be the 
Classical Brit Awards, which take place on 
Wednesday To find out more, turn to our 
centre pages, where we meet three young 
classical musicians and find out what it takes 
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Pop! - hot or not? Write іп to f-mail and tell us 


to make it as an orchestral star 

We also met two bright new pop groups this 
week who begin their assault on the 
charts Above, you can meet the 
members of Pop! who, with their catchy 
single and easy-to-follow dance routine, 
look to be picking up where Steps left 
off. And on page 5, you can get 
acquainted with boyband V 
Enjoy the music, and have a 
great week 


Lassssess$9299494d 2" 222222222292. 


Send your letters, cartoons, jokes and drawings to: 
The Funday Times, PO Box 5073, Leighton Buzzard 
LU7 7GX or funday.times@sunday-times.co.uk 


* * * * * ж NOT RECEIVED YOUR PRIZE? Жжжж ** * 
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Please telephone 020 7782 7415 
or e-mail funday.news@sunday-times.co.uk 


D ELEMENTS ARE TRADEMARKS OF AND © НАММА BARBERA. @ 


COVER CARTOON SCOOBY-DOO AND ALL RELATED CHARACTERS 


COVER PICTURES JAMIE HUGES, REUTERS/FRED PROUSER 


PICTURES AP/DON RYAN. PA/MBC/BARRY BATCHELOR, CHANNEL 4. €NIGEL YOUNG/FOSTER AND PARTNERS 


World Turtle Day alerts us to the 
dangers the amazing reptiles face 
There are around 250 species of 
turtles but many of these are 
threatened with extinction within 
the next few years © The Bupa Great 
Manchester Run gets off on the right 
foot when the city's footie greats 
Peter Schmeichel and Denis Law 
start the race = Liberty X, Phixx, 
Blazin' Squad and Snow Patrol are 
some of the big names competing in 
the Music Industry Soccer Six at the 
Madejski Stadium, Reading. 


great mat terQrus | 


It aims to 
improve fitness levels and reduce car 
pollution * Madonna [above] begins 
her Re-invention world tour in 

Los Angeles ° The Emma awards 


blooms that have never been seen 
before = Africa Day celebrates the 
anniversary of the formation of the ` 
African Union 41 years ago е It's 
happy 25th birthday to England 


rugby star Jonny 
Wilkinson 


Bandanna '04 is a 
fundraising event 
for the Teenage 
Cancer Trust, which builds dedicated 
cancer units in hospitals. Show your 
support by wearing one of the 
special bandannas on sale across the 
UK e Star Jake Gyllenhaal will be 
walking up the red carpet for the UK 
premiere of The Day After Tomorrow 
in London's Leicester Square 
Yee-hah! The Country Music 
Awards take place in Las Vegas, USA. 


еф The three-day 
43 Windsor 
£] International 
f'| Horse Trials 
"€. begin Top rider 
Pippa Funnell 
[left] is one of 
the competitors 
; - and events 
include show jumping, dressage and 
cross-country * The Sunday Times 
Motor Show Live is on until June 6 
at the NEC, Birmingham. On show 
are more than 400 new cars, plus 
there's also a 4x4 course and go- 
karting = An exhibition of work by 
American artist Edward Hopper 
opens at London's Tate Modern. 


fifth annual £ 
TV marathon, and the very 
episode of Friends. The hit sitcom 
has been running for 10 years and 
the final show attracted 85m 
viewers when it was screened in 
America = The British A 


The National Beyblade 
Championships spin into action 
at Chessington World of 
Adventures. The winner will 
compete in the World Beyblade 
Championships in New York 

The annual Comic Festival in 
Bristol features a Dan Dare 
exhibition and a charity art auction 

Arm wrestling fans will be 
muscling in on the action at Arm 
Wars VII in Manchester. Right- 
handers battle today while 
left-handers take part tomorrow 


convention in Harrogate with 12 
quartets and 35 choruses competing. 


TRAINER BRAIN — 

od dem en sch vile it май Avid АШЫГ cun design, 
the 1, contains a battery, a magnetic sensor and a microprocessor that can 
make five million calculations every second. This computer works out the 
—(—— ——————— 
shoe every four steps. The wearer can also 
operate buttons on the side of the 1 to 
alter the cushion. The trainers are so 
advanced that they even come with 
instructions on CD-Rom. The 1 goes on 
sale in December and will cost £140. But, 
only 25,000 pairs of these shoes will be 
made, so supplies are expected to run 


Ever wanted to break a world record? 

If you're aged between seven and 12 now 
is your chance – and you don't even have 
to stay awake to take part. On June 19, 
up to 500 schools and Scout groups will 
be trying to set a record for the world's 


sleepovers, so it's bound to be a night 
to remember. What's more, the record 
attempt will raise money for the 
participating school or Scout group. Find out how you can catch some Zs 
——— 


YOUNG AT ART 

Clever cartoonist Sarah-Loutse Woodard ts 
enjoying success in the UK and the USA The 15- 
year-old Funday reader has had her work 
published in magazines and newspapers on both 
sides of the Atlantic. Sarah-Louise's first cartoon 
appeared in The Weekly 
News in January and she has needed to be quick on 
the draw ever since, to keep up with demand 
Luckily, her earnings have allowed her to splash out 
on lots more art equipment. But is it difficult trying 
to find the time to fit her career around schoolwork? 
Far from it! "I do my schoolwork first and then 1 
draw," Sarah-Louise told Funday. "And after that | 
sing. | hope to be a singer as well as a cartoonist!” 
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Bet you never knew that! 


WHY, T HAVE 
NO IDEA WHAT 
YOU'RE. TALKING 


EGG 
BEHIND THIS, THEN IT 
E V/ (MUST BE SOME KIND OF 
PLAN TO DESTROY 


The star f-mailer will receive a So Little Time DVD 
from Warner Home Video, plus a DVD player and 
a set of So Little Time books from HarperCollins 
#s The other 
ime, f-mailers will 
Ё receive a copy 
B of the DVD and 
eae a set of the 
= books 
3N 
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The story so far - 
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Z DIDJA HEAR? WE S: 
GET А DAY OFF FROM SCHOOL 
\ T BECAUSE OF 


M DAY! С. 


І 
BIG BATCH OF 
HIM NOG! 


Taken from Collins 
New School English 
Dictionary [2nd Edition, 
ISBN: 0-00-712636-0, 
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YOU KNOM, 

I REALLY WISH YOU 
THREE MOPPETS WOULD 
USE MY WINDOW FOR 
ONCE THOSE WALLS 


YOU SOME READING 
TIME. TOMORROW, 
THE GOOD PEOPLE 
OF TOWNSVILLE ARE 
GOING TO WAKE UP 
AND CELEBRATE 
E! 


М 1 NORMALLY 


FEED ОМ EVIL, BUT 
IN A PINCH, WORSHIP 
WILL DO NICELY THEIR 
ADORATION WILL GIVE 
ME ULTIMATE POWER! 
POWER I'LL USE 
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Dear f-mail, 
An I'm writing to express my 
S support for Waqas Ali's thoughts 
on racism [issue 762] although 
he seems to have confused race 
with reli 3ion. | would say more and more 
people c re suspicious of Muslims after the 
September 11 attacks As a Muslim child, 
I feel that my religion is picked on unfairly. In 
school, we are taught to respect all religions 
I just wish everyone would follow that rule 
I believe Islam is a peaceful religion and that 
is what I'm taught at the mosque and at 
home. I'm a proud muslim child growing up 
in a multi-cultural Britain and my religion is 
generally not in conflict with Britain today 
Zaheer Khan, 10, Luton 


AED +t ы те" 
Sally May Williams, 


paperback £5 99] 


Taken by Nasa's Hubble Space Telescope, 
this cool picture shows an unusual nebula 
[group of stars] called the Red Rectangle 


11, Abergavenny 
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Funday meets the five fresh faces of bright new boyband, V, 
as they prepare to unleash their funky debut single on Monday 


SAY WHAT? 


We asked the lads to describe 

each other, and here are the 

words they chose ... — 
Aaron L 1 1190! 
Mark: strange, wild, flirtatious, 
sparky 

Leon: unpredictable, shy, fiery, 
messy 

Antony: cheeky, loud, cocky, funny 
Kevin: hippy, sensitive, party 
animal, gypsy 
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FIZZJ/ SUCCES! 


š жа»а» ** ^^. 
AVAILABLE AT WHSmith £000 


Subject to availability at selected WHSmith High Street stores. 
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Luck, more than anything If you thou 
else! There are fabulous 
musicians out there but very 
few of them make it. It's never 
enough just to have talent. 
Without luck, you don't have a 
chance. Other than that, you 
need determination and you 
need to be able to take setbacks. 
You also need to admit if you've 
given a bad performance. That's 
very difficult when you're 12 or 
13 and think you're the king of award this 
the world. What life 4 


stars, think ar Brit Awarg 


u 
year ang Fa 
5 à classical 


musician is 


| was four when I started. | was 

fascinated by the sound the violin 

made. | think that's the most 

impressive thing when you hear a 

violin for the first time; the amazing range of 

sound it can make. When my parents realised my demands to 

play weren't a fad, they found a teacher called Sheila Nelson who lived 

< у that Sheila Nelson is the most famous 

-teacher of young children in the world but we didn't know that then. She was 
just the lady who lived round the corner. But when 1 first went there, Sheila said 
| was too small and should come back in a year or two. | can remember seeing all 
these violins on her wall and wanting to play one. | had a screaming fit on her 
carpet going absolutely berserk and she was so shocked that she gave in! 


I wouldn't call it that but there are times when I'm 
more nervous than others. | would be seriously 
worried if | just went out there and didn't feel 
anything. | need some kind of a buzz. | think a small 
amount of butterflies in the stomach is a healthy 
thing! 


Yes, | had 10 days' notice before a 14-concert tour. 

We did about 12 trios on that tour and I'd only done 

two of them before. It was an act of sheer insanity. Antonio 

Meneses, the cellist from the Beaux Arts Trio, still says | was bonkers to do 
it. | don't know how ! did it. But | had the chance to play the greatest 
works of chamber music, such as the complete Beethoven trios and the 
Schubert E flat trio, in some of the greatest halls in Europe. 

Looking back on it now, | think I'd have been mad not to have 

done it. 


I like sport and play tennis quite a lot. | absolutely 
love cricket but time is a problem. | like to go to 
a game at Lord's and spend a day there - 
that's the way to do it. | used to play Ф * 
once a week when | lived in 
Hamburg, but now I'm never in 
g the same place for one ` 
week. Sometimes | can š 
get a game with 
friends on 
the beach. 


_ sWhen did you decide to learn to play the harp? 
Ж 


T 


You hold the royal appointment as harpist to 
the Prince of Wales. How did that happen? 


Is it a difficult instrument to learn? 


How long does it take to record an album? 


instrument 
Born 
Debut solo album 


The harp- has quite an old-fashioned image, 
how can that be changed? 


Latest release 


*69000290600090960606060906006€906609006072z0/950606050€699009»60900060000280908000000899 


oved the energy of it. But it wasn't until i was in my early 
teens that 1 became interested in i ion | 


Do you have to be fit to bea percussionist? — 


Do you have a favourite place to perform in? 


y 
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T when you tour are you able to find out about local percussion instruments? 


Find out who wins by setting your video 
for the highlights of the 2004 Classical Brit 
REGENT STREET Awards on ITV1, at 10 30pm, next Sunday 


WHERE TIME 15 ALW-- S WELL SPE 


2. 


www regentstreetonline сот 


From instrument- 
strumming 
balladeers to 
hip-thrusting synth stars, D-Side 
transform their musical style with 
Pushin' Me Out. Borrowing the 

bassline from Salt-N-Pepa's 1988 hit 
Push It, the lads blow^away the 
cobwebs with this three-minute, 
high-energy blast of boyband P 
heaven Rather *NSYNC-esque 


Sunny lives in 
the shadow of 
her older sister 
Jazz, whose 
mysterious 
death has 


devastated her family When a letter 
arrives, seemingly written by Jazz, it 
pushes the family to the limit. Dead 
Girls Don't Write Letters is a clever 
thriller with effective twists and a 
creepy ending that will baffle or 

WOW in equal measure м 


Тһе Wereling 
trilogy is a 
book-form 

Buffy, with 
werewolves 
instead of 
vampires. Prey is 
the second in Stephen Cole's series 
and starts with teenagers Tom and 
Kate — both of whom have lupine 
tendencies - on the run to New York 
to escape their werewolf destiny 
Gritty, page-turning pulp fiction 

for older Funday readers = 


Boktai is 
the first- 
ever sun- 
sensitive 
GBA title, 
so if you 
play it in 
daylight, 
the more 
you can 
power up hero Django against the 
vampire overlords Not that Boktai 
needs a gimmick, gameplay-wise this 
3D arcade/adventure has all you can 
ask for on the GBA. Another success 


for developer Hideo Kojima, of [7 


Metal Gear Solid fame 


Director Roland Emmerich's special 
effects-laden The Day After Tomorrow 
is classic disaster movie mayhem 


While the global-warming and human interest story lines aren't convincing, 
the scenes of New York being swamped by a tidal wave and LA getting 
smashed by twisters are jaw-dropping. Storm-force fun 
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2 Jessica simpson 


"| wish PAN 
Icouldsave | / 
the world, ы 
like | was Supergirl," chirps Jessica, 
who is better known for her MTV 
Newlyweds show than her pop 
career these days. With You is a 
forgettable song - reminiscent of 

a Hilary Duff B-side – and in an over- 
crowded female market, Jessica's 
twangy US pop won't stand out. 


It's a fond farewell 
to Ally's World as 
this is the 14th and 
last in the popular 
girls' series from Karen McCombie 
Friendships and relationships with 
Sandie, Linn and Mum are tested but, 
as ever, Ally is able to confront 

them with a smile on her face 


and a cheeky, zany quip or two 
But what 15 Billy up to? 


° The Sun Has 
Come Your Way has an їппосепї 
Swinging Sixties vibe to it, thanks to 
its upbeat rhythm and optimistic 

lyrics. And while Sam & Mark may 

not be the coolest of cats in the pop 
world, this charmingly cheerful song 
tries its best to rise above the = 
rest with a big smile оп its face 


‚ The Funday team remembers Pez 


sweets from when they were 
youngsters — which is more than 10 
years ago, so it's time for a revival 
These collectable Shrek 2 Pez 
dispensers [99p each] feature Shrek, 
Princess Fiona, Donkey and Puss 'n' 
Boots Flip the heads for the lemon, 
strawberry or orange candy 

which tastes as good as ever! m= 


ITE CSEPYIENI, 
Jack in and Cg 
log on to 
Megaman 
- showing 
on Fox Kids 
every 

day from 
Saturday, 
at 9am and : 
1pm. This brash new anime 15 part 
Beyblades, part Matrix as Lan and his 
Netnavi - Megaman - battle against 
evil in cyberspace. It takes a while 

to get your head round all the 
cyber-babble but its net-based 
premise gives it cool appeal 
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PICTURE TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX, NAZARIN 


PICTURES JAMIE HUGHES 


ef Mark: | was really nervous. І can drive 
t a car, but looking at the tank, it's huge! 
I get really nervous driving big vehicles 
anyway, and this is so powerful. 
Sam: | can't drive, but | was really looking forward to 
it. | wanted to get behind the wheel, although it 
wasn't actually a wheel. 


Sam 


Sam: It's like two handbrakes. You pull 'em both 
forward, and the right one turns you right and the left 
one turns you left. It's easy, you just put your foot on 


Vx Я 
ле 


They might be successful singers, but can Sam & Mark rise to the challenge of driving a 
432 armoured personnel carrier? Funday joins the lads at the Hop Farm in Kent to find out 


driving something as big as this 
monstrosity. 


Sam: Definitely. It's wicked and good 
fun. It gives you a good buzz. 


Mark: Yes, although Sam's not a big fan. 

Sam: | don't like rides that make you sick. We went to 
Alton Towers when we were on the Pop Idol tour, and 
I didn't like the Nemesis rollercoaster very much, 
though I did like Oblivion. 


the accelerator. 


Mark: Yes, some more than others! 


Mark: I'd say driving it because you're in control. And 
it didn't seem to bump as much when you're driving 
it. It's good fun, I really enjoyed myself. 


cS Тайши 


AN 


These are the tank controls — 
two levers for direction and one 


"accelerator pedal 


Instructors Carts and Minty [Paul 

 Cartwright and Paul Mansell] 

give Sam and. Mark a lesson in 
how to drive a tank safely 


Sam: I'm loving it. 

| want to learn to 

drive, but when | 

have time to concentrate on it. We're a bit 
busy at the moment. 


Mark: No, but the instructor has. He took 
the door off a disused van that he drove 
into! r á 
Mark say Sam probabiy. 

Sam: Oh mate ... okay, yeah, | would too! 
I did get longer in the driving seat though, 


| so | had a lot more practice. You really get 


into it after a while. 
Mark: He drives it faster. 1 like speed, but 
just not when I'm trying to control a huge 
heavy tank like this! 


Sam: The tank has got mirrors, but you still ; 


can't really tell how big it is. 


Ма. peels because we're not used to ` 


Mark: Oblivion's my 
favourite ride. 


Sam: Doing the big 
Pop Idol tour and 
performing in front of 
14,000 people. The 
first night was in 
Birmingham and it was amazing. We had a 
good response wherever we went though. 
Mark: That's what it's all about, 
performing like that. Although, I'd love to 


‚ jump out of an aeroplane or do: a а риле, š 
$ from — — pp кле 


Sam: But y ] 

Mark: But it's not like: эк оп а 
building, „а ту :egs go funny. It 
depends on the situation. I'm fine on 
planes. When we were making our video 
for the new single, at Beachy Head, the 
drop was incredible. ER 

Sam: There are no railings, and it's really 
scary. We didn't want to walk and peer 


‚ over, so we both crawled to the edge to 


look down! 


* Plus, 10 runners-up will receive a copy 
of the DVD. 


Before the lads are let loose, 
Paul Cartwright takes them for 


ES es terrain tr — ccc 


Mark your entry SCOOBY-DOO and send it, with, your name, 
age, address and home telephone number, to the competition 
address on page 2. 


Sam & Mark are mad drivers! 
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T love. | 
picnics. 


I prefer running 
TO Swimming 


At least if You 
decide to stop you 
don't drown 


An absolute tip! І never have 
time to clean my room or make 
my bed in the morning. But 

« don't worry, my mum will be in 
there shortly to tidy it up for me 
Bless her! 

What CD 15 on your plays 

now? — 

The new Jamelia album – Thank 
You - it's brilliant! 


television in about eight months 
BSc: МЕ, MUM п 1 usually get home late after 
c doing Les Mis and put a DVD on, 


€ D. C. THOMSON å CO, LTD., 2004 


Annie Lennox. I've always been 
a huge fan of hers. She's so 
down to earth and made us all 
[S Club] feel very welcome 


Ilove answering questions like 
these! 


xng recently that 


: ЖҮЗ | 7 : ouc si: get on E € 
x Fans véd » HAVE You - à | HES MY PERSONAL TRAINER че "etin i ip and I'm 
x . š MET REX 2 i j 5 С Р ade nearly 22. 
| Кау _ \ би ча. $ Oe: Sunday mornings when | know 
e > B | jp m К АТ 


Work hard, play harder. 
Jon Lee is currently playing 
Marius in the London 


production of Les Misérables 
at the Queens Theatre 


PICTURES ©2004 DISNEY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED DAVE COOMBS AP/DAMIAN DOVARGANES 


DARE 100 id IN! 


Fancy a 13-storey plummet strapped to a disused service lift in a haunted hotel? Dave Coombs test rides the 
new Twilight Zone Tower of Terror attraction at Disney's California Adventure park 


The new Twilight Zone Tower Of Terror attraction 
at Disney's California Adventure is one of the 
most eagerly-anticipated theme park rides of all 
time. Disney fans and theme park aficionados 
have been gossiping about 
this fresh, California-based 
version of the much-loved 
haunted hotel drop ride, 
which has been entertaining, 
and terrifying, guests at the 
Walt Disney World Resort in 
Florida for 10 years. 
On the original attraction, 
guests step into the foyer of 
the abandoned Hollywood 
Tower Hotel and directly into 
The Twilight Zone. An 
atmospheric pre-show builds the tension and 
riders strap themselves into seats aboard 
a disused service lift ... then things get seriously 
strange. Ingenious special effects show the hotel 
being struck by lightning and the lift carriage itself 
appears to takes riders into The Twilight Zone's 
fifth dimension. Objects float around, reality 
becomes warped and as the ten hes 
escendo, the lights go out and the doors open 
ahead that the lift has climbed 13 storeys 
above the park. In a flash, the carriage plummets, 
faster than gravity, back to earth. And not just 
once. The lift bounces several times and makes up 
to six drops! 
Would this new version be as good as the 


TV star Melissa Joan Hart [centre] was 
among the first to feel the fear! 


stomach-lurching original, though? Stories began 
circulating last year that by trying to avoid some 
of the technical problems experienced in Florida, 
Walt Disney imagineers were removing the best 
parts of the ride. 

Disney always keeps 
attraction details top secret 
until opening day, so the 
stories were pure 
speculation. Only the team of 
imagineers working on the 
new Twilight Zone Tower of 
Terror knew the truth, and 
principal concept architect 
Coulter Winn explains what 
was really going on. 

"At Disney Imagineering, we 
always want to raise the bar, change the 
experience and make each attraction unique. Even 
though we have the Tower of Terror in two parks, 
why would we want our guests to have exactly 
the same ride here as in Florida? Plus, we have 
new technology that wasn't available in 1992 
when we were planning the first one. So, we 
spent a lot ring the ride 
sequence in terms of the show effects that 
happen, and then the architecture fell into place 
quite quickly." 

This new Tower of Terror 
is located in the 
Hollywood Pictures 
Backlot area of the park, 
which is themed in an art 
deco style to look like a 
street in downtown 
Hollywood during its 
glamorous heyday. "We 
needed the tower to be a 
good neighbour to the 
backlot, in terms of style. 
So we took the art deco 
and we put a little 
southwest spin on it, and 
we got what we're calling pueblo deco," Coulter 
explains. 

Stepping into the new attraction, the foyer looks 
as though guests simply evaporated when, as 
legend has it, the building was struck by lightning 
on October 31, 1939. Furniture and fixtures are 
encrusted with dust and cobwebs, plates of food 
are left half eaten. The attention to detail is 
phenomenal. 

While the architectural team perfected the look of 
the building and its interior, ride engineer Mark 
Sumner was designing the mechanisms and 
special effects that would ensure that this version 
of the Twilight Zone's fabled fifth dimension and 


of time re-enginee 


The lift doors open to reveal cool scenes 
from the haunted Hollywood Tower Hotel 


the terrifying plummet back to earth are even 
better than the original. 

"We used a lot of computerised tools to plan this 
E-Ticket attraction," Mark 
states. "The effect where 
guests see their reflections 
turn into ghosts uses new 
technology that was not 
available when we built 
the original ride." 

The ghostly special effects 
are mesmerising and no 
matter how many times 
you ride it [I tried it 10 
times in the end], you can't 
work out how any of the 
trickery is done. The new 
Tower of Terror is a 
technological marvel, but best of all ... it's a 
fantastically fun and scary ride. If you ever find 
yourself in California ... you must drop in. 


When Disneyland opened in 1955, visitors 
bought tickets to get on the rides, which 

were graded from A to D. As the park's 
popularity grew, more exciting attractions 
were added - and so a new grade of ticket was 
introduced, called the E-Ticket. Since then, 
Disney has referred to its most thrilling rides 

as E-Ticket attractions 
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